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1. Introduction 
This synopsis of a project includes an analysis of Nick Hornby´s autobiographical book Fever              
Pitch. The book, Fever Pitch, is in this paper divided into four themes that are all under the main                   
theme: football culture and identity. First part of the synopsis provides an outlook and              
perspective on British football culture. From a chapter that is about the general history of               
football, with a focus on identity creation. To a chapter that outlines some of the changes in                 
British football culture after the second world war, with a focus on the “English disease” and                
thereafter on skin-head culture in British football. The synopsis is also including a case              
description of Fulham FC and West Ham United, with a focus on club history, fans and the                 
creation of club identity and self-image.  
A theoretical understanding of football culture and identity is also provided in this synopsis. The               
creation of social identities is understood based on the creation of semantic identity and syntastic               
identity. It is also defined that opposition is essential to the creation of identity of a given club. A                   
theoretical perspective to Herbamas´ “habitus” is also included. Another theoretical perspective           
is also incorporated in the synopsis. This is the creation of “us versus them”, which is based on                  
hate theory. The last theoretical aspect in the project is “crowd psychology”. These four main               
theoretical aspects provides a theoretical framework in which the connection between football            
culture and identity can be understood. A framework that is used to analyse the description of                
culture and identity in Nick Hornby´s fever pitch, in the end of the synopsis.  
 
2. Problem area 
Nick Hornby´s book Fever Pitch is an autobiographical book about his life with a particular focus                
on his life as a football fan. Nick Hornby describes in this book how his own identity has been                   
influenced by being an Arsenal fan. Nick Hornby talks about this topic throughout the book, from                
around age 11 to 35. One aim of this project is to understand his description of how his own                   
identity has been influenced by being an Arsenal fan. This will be done by identifying different                
themes in the book, which are all under this general theme; football culture and identity. Another                
aspect is British society and British football culture in general. How can British society and               
British football culture be understood with a main focus on identity? This understanding of the               
chosen themes from the book Fever Pitch will then be compared with the general understanding               
of British society and British football culture. The theoretical aspect about football culture and              
identity will also be investigated according to the chosen themes of Fever Pitch. So, how can each                 
chosen theme from Fever Pitch be compared to British society and British football culture and               
theory about identity.  
 
 
How has being an Arsenal fan influenced Nick Hornby´s identity, based on his own              
description of this subject, academic papers about football culture in Britain and theory             
about identity? 
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3. Football culture, British Society. 
This chapter includes a description of football culture, with a main focus on British society.  
 
3.1. Perspective. Football history.  
The history of football is a history that goes back to before the modern game of association                 
football. This chapter will outline that the history of football is the story of rivalry and opposition.                 
A story that goes before the creation of association football (Armstrong & Giulianotti. 2001:1).              
Another focus of this chapter will be a general description of the football history in British                
society. Football games, for example;“were brought into the English public school during the             
mid-nineteenth century”(Armstrong & Giulianotti. 2001:1).  
Modern day British society and football culture is described, with a focus on the sense of                
difference and rivalry. It is described that the strongest club rivalries grew between clubs that               
were neighbours, and that this was due to a larger crowd of opposing, working class, male fans                 
(Armstrong & Giulianotti. 2001:2). 
This will also include a perspective to the violence that this sense of difference and rivalry can                 
create, such as, for example, between Serbs and Croatians (Armstrong & Giulianotti.. 2001:2).  
 
3.2. Perspective. British society. 
This paper has a focus on British society in general. Fever Pitch takes place in the British society,                  
and the main focus of this paper is on British society and British football culture. This chapter will                  
therefore provide an outlook on central aspects of British society.  
Britain has been a class divided society and is still a class divided society today. As exemplified in                  
the later description of Skin-head culture in chapter 3.4. A culture that is defined to be a                 
working-class culture. So, class division can also be seen in football culture. A class division in                
British society that can be seen when children have to choose schools. it is defined that: “´public                 
schools´ still represent privilege in British society” (Mustad & Rahbek. 2012:54). The British             
society will be described further and more detailed, with a focus on the class society. 
 
3.3. Perspective. Origins and development of the ‘English disease’  
The development of the so-called “English disease” is related to the increase in violence in Britain                
in that period. This chapter will outline this “English disease”. The emergence of so-called              
“youth-ends” at English football grounds was, among other things, essential to this change in              
violence. These young fans, who congregated at the youth ends, played an important part in the                
development of English terrace culture (Spaaij. 2006:77). The “English disease” and English            
terrace culture will be defined in this chapter, among other aspects that was important to               
Football culture in Britain and violence. 
 
3.4 Perspective. Skin-head culture in football  
This chapter provides a perspective to a specific part of British football fans and British football                
culture. This description does not aim to portray a group of fans that is estimated to be similar to                   
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Nick Hornby as a football fan, but it will instead serve as a part of the description of British                   
football culture and society.  
It is described that;“football culture played a key role in skinhead culture” (Vadmand & Drotner               
1985:91). And that; “In the late 1960s several youth ends in the south of England began to be                  
dominated by a new youth subculture: the skinheads” (Spaaij. 2006:79). This chapter is about the               
role that skinhead culture had on football culture in Britain from the start of the skinhead culture,                 
which is back from the late 1960s. (Vadmand & Drotner. 1985:79). It will be with a perspective to                  
aspects, such as, social class and violence.  
 
3.5. Perspective. Football culture and identity in Fulham FC  
This chapter contains a description of Fulham FC, with a focus on the culture and identity of the                  
club. The club is placed in London, as Arsenal FC. The understanding of the culture and identity of                  
Fulham FC is therefore relevant to the understanding of British football culture and identity, and               
to the understanding of football culture in London.  
3.5.1. Feeling “Fulhamish”. The origin and history of the club. 
The history of the club goes back to 1879, when St Andrews Sunday School began to organize a                  
football team that played in the borough of Fulham (Spaaij. 2006:161).The club has been in               
premier league, but also in the lower divisions. The amount of spectators at the games has been                 
highly inconsistent, with an attendance down to 4200 in the 1995/96 (Spaaij. 2006:162).  
3.5.2. Football hooliganism at Fulham FC, “friendly club”. 
This chapter includes a description of football hooliganism at Fulham FC. An important aspect is               
the changes that occurred regarding football hooliganism in the 1960s. Chelsea FC is placed very               
close to Fulham FC, and Chelsea FC attached the hooligans of the area in the 1960. This created an                   
image of Fulham as a “friendly club”. It is described that the Chelsea hooligans:“saw the young                
Fulham fans as “friendly” neighbors rather than respectable opponents” (Spaaij. 2006:171). So,            
Fulham FC´s fans were known as, and were, relatively friendly compared to other clubs in Britain.                
This was, and is, essential to the image of the club in Britain.  
3.5.3. Feeling “Fulhamish”. Focus on identity and self-image.  
This part chapter focus on the self-image and identity of Fulham fans through history. The shifts                
between the leagues, from lower divisions to premier league, has been important for the              
self-image of Fulham fans and the identity of the club. The changes in attendance has also been                 
important to the self image. This chapter shows how the self-image and identity of a club is                 
constructed by aspects, such as, which division the club is placed in, the attendance at the                
stadium and football hooliganism. This club self-image and culture is essential to the identity              
feeling that a fan of a given club feels.  
 
3.6. Perspective. Football culture and identity in West Ham United. 
This chapter will provide a perspective to English football culture and identity, as chapter 3.5.               
The focus will be on West Ham United, instead of Fulham FC.  
3.6.1. The origin and history of West Ham United.  
West Ham United is placed in the east end of London, an area that has a deep seated image of                    
deviance, deprivation and violence. So, it is probably not surprising, based on the historical              
context, that West Ham United and their fans holds a widespread reputation for toughness and               
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determination (Spaaij. 2006:122). This chapter will look further into the history of the club and               
the identity of the club. 
3.6.2. East End Culture, West Ham Fans.  
This chapter will focus on East End Culture, and the connection between this culture, which is the                 
culture of the geographical placement of West Ham United, and the football and fan culture of the                 
club. It can clearly be seen that there is a connection between this East End Culture and football                  
and fans culture of West Ham United. This connection will be investigated in order to get an                 
understanding of the connection between the society of the geographical placement of a club and               
the football and fans culture of that club.  
 
3.7. Perspective. The televisions triumph. 
This chapter will contain a description of the influence that television has had and have today on                 
the British society and also football culture. This chapter serves as an perspective to the               
understanding of British society and British football culture. The history of television and the              
effects of television in British will be shortly outlined (Hitchens. 2008:128-143). This is, for              
example, an important perspective because television was important to the young fans that             
congregated in the youth ends and played an important part in the before mentioned English               
terrace culture. This terrace culture replaced: “earlier change and songs with a more complex and               
often obscene and symbolically violent repertoire” (Spaaij. 2006:77). It is described that this             
trend was accelerated by regular television coverage, which produced:“a rapid diffusion of songs             
and chants among increasingly competitive rival fan groups”  (Spaaij. 2006:77). 
 
4. Theory.  
The theory in this chapter is related to the chosen themes of Fever Pitch. This means that some                  
themes has been identified from the book. The themes are all under this general theme; football                
culture and identity. The theory in this chapter does therefore fit under these themes, and will be                 
presented under the themes.  
 
4.1. Theory. Identity. 
4.1.1 Theory. Identity as Arsenal fans  
A central question in this chapter is how football rivalries relates to social identities. It is defined                 
that social identities, which also includes football identities, can take a semantic or syntactic form               
(Armstrong & Giulianotti. 2001:267). 
1. Semantic identity: “emerge through how people define themselves, either individually, or            
collectively, in terms of what we are” (Armstrong, Gary, and Giulianotti, Richard, eds. 2001:267). 
2. Syntastic identities: “emerge through how people define themselves through understanding of            
what they are not”(Armstrong & Giulianotti. 2001:267). 
These two terms are important in understanding of how social identities are created. It is defined                
that the syntactic form tends to be the most common of the two in football culture (Armstrong &                  
Giulianotti. 2001:267).  
4.1.1.1 The production and reproduction of football-centred opposition. 
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The construction of opposition, for example between clubs, is essential to the identity of a given                
club. This chapter will provide seven different themes that are all important to the construction               
of opposition between clubs (Armstrong & Giulianotti. 2001:270). These are in the project to gain               
an understanding of how club identities are created, by the construction of oppositions between              
clubs. They are as following: 
4.1.1.1.1.The construction of conflicting identities. Legitimizing, resistance, project. 
Here follows a three-fold topology that explains: “how power shapes the interplay of social              
identities” (Armstrong & Giulianotti. 2001:270). They are divided into legitimizing identity,           
resistance identity and project identiy.  
4.1.1.1.2. The drama of power inequalities 
This second theme is about the way football dramatizes relationships between the elite and the               
others (Armstrong & Giulianotti 2001:272). 
4.1.1.1.3. Submerged nationhoods 
This theme is about how football club not only create community solidarity, but that they can                
create a sense of submerged nationhood. This can, for example, be seen in the Basque clubs in                 
Spain (Armstrong & Giulianotti. 2001:273).  
4.1.1.1.4. Minority identities and local difference 
This fourth theme is about football´s role in underpinning minority identities and local             
differences (Armstrong & Giulianotti. 2001:275). 
4.1.1.1.5. The symbolic violence of exclusion 
This theme is about social exclusion of football clubs. This can be exemplified with Millwall               
Football Club that has a particularly violent reputation in Britain, which has created a social               
exclusion (Armstrong & Giulianotti. 2001:275). 
4.1.1.1.6. Aesthetic codes, tradition and modernity 
This is about identity that is based on playing style, such as for example the “latin” and                 
“european” playing style (Armstrong & Giulianotti. 2001:276).  
4.1.1.1.7. Disorganized capitalism and the transformation of rivalry 
The final theme is about how the framework of football opposition has been rewritten by               
“disorganized capitalism”. A “disorganized capitalism” that, for example, can be seen in structural             
change that the Bosman ruling had, which created the free market in European transfers              
(Armstrong & Giulianotti. 2001:276). 
 
4.1.2. Theory. Identity in school. 
This chapter will provide a theoretical understanding of how the self is constructed. This              
understanding is not focused on an understanding that is based on a specific place in society, but                 
the understanding will be used to get a better understanding of the how the self is constructed in                  
school.  
Kluckhom and Murray wrote in 1948 that: Every man is in a certain respect. (a) like all other                  
men. (b) like some other men. (c) Like no other man (Mennell. 1994:176). Each of these levels                 
will be described, with a focus on how they each influence the creation of identity. It will be with                   
a main focus on level (b), which has been popularized on the term “habitus” by Pierre Bourdieu in                  
1984. This is since that: “habitus is closely related to the notion of identity” (Mennell. 1994:177) 
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4.2. Theory. Hate, Identity. 
Comparing and contrasting is a normal part of being human. It divides the world into categories                
based on information. We, as humans, are though not computers and we are therefore not sorting                
the facts into categories with a objectivity as a computer. This means that our categories are                
heavily based on biases. This all leads to; “the dangerous arena of “us versus them” thinking”                
(Roy. 2002:3). As when the writer, Jody, reached the seventh summer of her life and her                
friendship with Brian stopped. They stopped being Brian and Jody and started being “a boy-               
yuck!” and “a girl- gross”. As Jody writes; “We come to understand the nature of who we are by                   
comparing and contrasting ourselves to others” (Roy. 2002:4) 
The “us versus them” mindset can be comprehended by considering these following destructive             
thinking patterns; absolutism, stereotyping, scapegoating, and dehumanization (Roy. 2002:7)         
These mentioned thinking patterns will be described in this chapter to get a greater              
understanding of the nature of the “us versus them” mindsets. An “us versus them” mindset that                
can be seen between the clubs in Fever Pitch, with a focus on Arsenal as being “us”.  
Absolutism: It is described that absolutism occurs when a person only sees two sides of a given                 
issue. You will only see black and white in the grid of absolutist thinking. (Roy. 2002:7). 
It is described that absolutist thinking can be problematic, because it polarizes sides artificially              
and enables a “us versus them thinking”.  
Stereotyping: Stereotyping is a categorization that is oversimplified and based on ignorance            
about the people in a category (Roy. 2002:9-10). Stereotyping is dangerous to society because it               
can establish an adult hatred towards “them” (Roy. 2002:13) 
Scapegoating: Scapegoating is when the blame for a given problem is given unfairly to another               
person or group (Roy. 2002:13). It is a common thought pattern in the creation of “us versus                 
them” (Roy. 2002:17) 
Dehumanization: Dehumanization is a process in where one given individual or group define             
“them” to not have any connection with “us”. This is defined as a prerequisite to acts of extreme                  
violence, such as the acts of hooligans. This is because that this dehumanization of “them” allows                
“us” to contradict that the our actions are actually hurting another human (Roy. 2002:17).  
These thinking patterns that include a “us” and “them” thinking are normal to human beings. We                
do sometime cross a line from “us and them” thinking to what is described as the “us versus                  
them” thinking. Absolutism, stereotyping, scapegoating and dehumanization is essential to the           
“us versus them” thinking A thinking that can create violence and even killing, and a thinking                
that could be seen in the creation of “us” and “them” in football culture (Roy. 2002:21).  
 
 
4.3. Theory. Crowd Psychology 
4.4.1 Definition of the crowd. 
A crowd can generally be described as a gathering of individuals. Crowd is though defined               
differently from a psychological point of view. The psychological definition of crowd is based on  
that the crowd is not a collection of individuals that are accidentally gathered, but that the                
sentiments and ideas of all the individuals in the crowd take a common direction (Le Bon.                
1896:13).  
4.3.2. The collective mind. 
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This chapter focus on the creation of the “collective mind”. It is defined that the individuals in a                  
psychological crowd, whoever they may be, are transformed into a “collective mind”. This makes              
the individual feel, think and act differently from what the individual would feel, think and act if                 
he/she was in a state of isolation (Le Bon. 1896:15). This is a central aspect in the creation of                   
identity in football culture. This can be seen in the creation of a “collective mind” in crowds of, for                   
example, Arsenal fans.  
4.3.3. The collective mind. Behaviour, football violence.  
It is defined that an individual can be brought into a condition where he obeys all the suggestions                  
of the operator, which makes him commit an act in contradiction with his normal characters and                
habits. This shows that the acts of a given individual can be changed because of the “collective                 
mind” of the crowd (Le Bon. 1896:18).  
.  
 
5. Selected themes from Fever Pitch. 
This chapter contains a selection of themes from Fever Pitch. The themes all fit under the overall                 
theme; football culture and identity. Fever pitch is divided into chapters according to football              
games, but this does not mean that the chapters are only resumes of what happened at the day of                   
the chapter headline. Nick Hornby also talks about his personal life. He also describes his parents                
divorce back in his childhood.  
Here is following the list of the chosen themes: 
 
5.1. Identity as Arsenal fan. 
This chapter will outline Nick Hornby´s relationship to Arsenal throughout Fever Pitch. From the              
first home game at highbury, at 14th of September 1968, to the later changes in his life that has                   
had an influence on Nick Hornby´s relationship with Arsenal. He felt in love with football from the                 
first game he ever watched at Highbury and this love relationship continues throughout the book,               
but with differences. Nick Hornby touches the theme about identity himself when he talks about               
belonging, in the chapter called Wembley 2 - The Nightmare Continues, with these words: “this               
sense of belonging is crucial to an understanding of why people travel to the meaningless game in                 
Plymouth on a wednesday night, and without it football would fail as a business”(Hornby.              
1992:68) 
Nick Hornby does throughout the book describe oppositions between clubs, mostly oppositions            
between Arsenal and other clubs. Nick Hornby´s relationship to Arsenal, the descriptions that are              
generally related to identity and the descriptions of opposition will be outlined further with a               
higher amount of detail.  
 
5.2. Identity in school, football culture. 
Nick Hornby talks about his school time already from the second chapter in the book called “A                 
spare Jimmy Husband”. He tells that he was given a soccer star album for free at his third visit to                    
Highbury. He describes how the soccer star album was a crucial step in a socialisation process                
that had begun with the Stoke game, which was the first game he watched at Highbury.  
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5.3. Hate, Identity. 
Nick Hornby talks about hate in football culture in many occasions throughout the book. First               
time he touches this topic is in the first chapter where he describes his first visit at highbury,                  
with, for example, these words:”what impressed me most was just how much most of the men                
around me hated, really hated, being there” (Hornby. 1992:17). The next lines on the page               
includes a description of what the fans next to Nick Hornby shouted at that point in time, these                  
were the words:“You´re a DISGRACE, Gould. He´s a DISGRACE!” (Hornby.1992:17). This chapter            
will include a detailed description of hate in football culture based on Fever Pitch.  
 
5.4. Relationship with father.  
This chapter will outline the relationship between Nick Hornby and his father throughout the              
book, with a focus on the impact that football has had on their relationship and how this                 
relationship has influenced Nick Hornby´s identity.  
The first chapter of the book, “home debut”, talks about the first Arsenal home game that Nick                 
Hornby went to, back at the 14th of September 1968. The chapter is also about his family in that                   
period, as described; “My parents were separated by 1968” (Hornby. 1992: 13). Nick Hornby              
describes the difficulties there were in his relationship with his father in that period. A period                
where he was under 12 years old himself. And a period where his father, for example, had asked                  
Nick Hornby if he wanted to go to the theatre for two or three years. His father then one day                    
asked if Nick Hornby would like to go to watch a football match and he decided to say yes, and                    
this is where the books starts with the first home game at Highbury.  
They went to watch Arsenal vs. Newcastle at the 27th of December 1969, which was around 15                 
months after the first home game. He ends the chapter with these words; “I was chained to                 
Arsenal and my Dad was chained to me, and there was no way out for any of us” (Hornby. 1992:                    
58). It can clearly be seen from the book that Arsenal was important to Nick Hornby and his                  
fathers relationship. This clear importance will be outlined further with other examples and             
higher amount of detail.  
 
 
 
6.   Analysis 
6.1. Analysis. Identity as Arsenal fan in Fever Pitch, compared to theory and perspective. 
So, is the creation of identity, described in fever pitch, created as a semantic identity or syntastic                 
identity? Both examples can be seen in Fever Pitch, since there are both examples of when Nick                 
Hornby defines his identity as an Arsenal fan from what they are and examples of when he                 
defines this from what they are not. It is clear that opposition between clubs is essential to the                  
creation of identity, based on the theory and perspective chapters. Nick Hornby does, as              
mentioned in chapter 5.1, talk about oppositions between Arsenal and other clubs throughout             
Fever Pitch. The identity as Arsenal fan that can be observed in Fever Pitch, and which is outlined                  
in chapter 5.1, will be analysed further with greater perspective to the theory and the perspective                
chapters.  
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6.2. Analysis. Identity in school in Fever Pitch, compared to theory and perspective. 
This chapter is based on the description of Nick Horby´s description of his identity in school,                
which is outlined in chapter 5.2. It is defined in chapter 5.2. that Nick Hornby was given a Soccer                   
Star album at his third visit at Highbury. This soccer star album and the fact that he was an                   
Arsenal fan was important to the creation of his identity, if you look at the theory in chapter 4.1.2                   
It can be argued that this established his identity in level (b) and possibly level (c). His identity                  
can also be related to the notion of Habitus, since he can be placed in level (b). The influence that                    
this had on his identity in school will be analysed further, based on a more detailed theory                 
chapter 4.1.2.  
 
6.3. Analysis. Hate and identity in Fever Pitch, compared to theory and perspective. 
This analysis will look into the description of hate and identity in Fever Pitch, which is outlined in                  
chapter 5.3. The descriptions of hate in Fever Pitch will be compared and analysed according to                
the theory about hate and identity  in chapter 4.2.  
A further part of the analysis will be a focus on how the crowd behave, as in the description of                    
how the crowd shouts at Nick Hornby´s first home Arsenal game that can be seen in chapter 5.3.                  
This will be analysed based on crowd psychology, as seen in chapter 4.3 
 
6.4. Analysis. Relationship with father in Fever Pitch, compared to theory and            
perspective. 
The relationship between Nick Hornby and his father is described throughout the book, but              
mostly in the beginning of the book. It can be understood from chapter 5.4 that the relationship                 
between Nick Hornby and his father was the reason for the fact that Nick Hornby went to his first                   
Arsenal game in 14th of September 1968. It can also clearly be seen from chapter 5.4 that Nick                  
Hornby went to games because of a clear love for Arsenal, whereas Nick Hornby describes:”my               
dad was chained to me” (Hornby. 1992:58). So, Arsenal was important to the relationship              
between them and it “chained” them together. It therefore improved and gave them a closer               
relationship.  
 
 
7. Conclusion 
It can be concluded that being an Arsenal fan has influenced Nick Hornby´s identity if you look at                  
the description of the chosen themes in this paper, which are selected from Fever Pitch. 
It can be seen in the theme of chapter 5.1 that his relationship with Arsenal has been a love affair.                    
That he felt in love with the club from the first game he watched. It can also be concluded that                    
Nick Hornby describes some oppositions in the book and that these oppositions are essential to               
the creation of club identity.  
Chapter 5.2. outlines that being an Arsenal fan was important to his identity in the school years.                 
The fact that he was an Arsenal fan in the school years influenced his identity, because of the                  
importance it had to the creation of his habitus, as explained in chapter 6.2. 
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It can be concluded that hate is constructed by the “us versus them” thinking and that this hate is                   
essential to the categorisation of others and thereby identity, but that this hate is also the                
dangerous since it can be the foundation to the creation of violence.  
It can also be concluded that Arsenal was important to the relationship between Nick Hornby and                
his father, because it “chained” them together. This could possibly have influenced Nick Hornby´s              
identity, especially in his childhood.  
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